Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
LaFontaine Family 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
LaFontaine Family 


- Pierre Paquet Sr. “of Angers, France 
m. Martha Coular | 
A. Pierre Paquet Jr. d. at Santo Domingo (Qmmed part of Cat Island) 


m. Magelaine Pany Baudrau. m. Aug. 26, 1726(Parents Indian girl & Jean Baptist 
Baudrau dit Graveline) 


1. Marie Martha b. May 4, 1735 (Mobile Gath. ) died after 1814 
m.(1) Michel Dlargary (or Gararet) m. in the 1750ts(s. of Gillette Gautier& 
° Pierre Dtargary 


_ i. Marie b. Dec. 20, 1753 
‘ m. Jean Ryan in 1786 Aug. 11 (s. of Daniel Ryan & Marguerite Botler ox 


(Botter) 
Qo Martha me. June 15, 1781 
‘me. Louis Fayard of Deer Island (s. of Pedro Fayard & Francisca 
Me” the Brousseau) fy 
3. Nicolas b. July 12; 1752 (not correct~shoud be = Jean 


Faillard & Fran--- Fisseau) 
4. Jean Baptiste b. July 11, 1754 


6. Pierre Bap. May 19, 1762 
m.(2) Jacob Henkel (Hingle) m. May 4, 1769 of Westerheim, Germany 


(s, of Christian Hankel & Appoline Shaltre) 
1. Peter Jacques b. Nov. 1, 1769 


2. Francoise Bap. Mar. 30, 1772 
3. Theresa bs Feb. 28, 1774 


me Francois Fonteneau me Feb. 12, 1793 
2. Marianne Bap. Apr. 25, 1748 6 yrs. old 


m. Nicolas Ladnier of cat Island 
1. Joseph 
2. Jean Baptiste 
3. Francois Bape June 22, 1746 3 yrs. old 
4. Magdeleine 


I. Gilette Gautier of Rennes, France 
m.(1) Mr. Felot 
1. Joseph Felot 


2. Theresa Felot . 
m.(2) Pierre Diargary of Rennes, France ~ Sheriff of N.O. 1720-30— de 3+17=1736 
. (me 1-29-1720 at age 27) age 43 
1. Michel Bapte An2L4-1728 ; . 
Me Marie Martha Paquet > 
2. Pierre Bapt. 9-8=1733 


3, Frahoole tubeielie 
me Nicolas Maret 


RARY 
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ENEALO™ cigcuth™ 6 
G 50 Not Page 263 


2 of 20 


Pascagoula Public Library 


Local History & Genealogy Department 
LaFontaine Family 


FAMILY GROUPS MENTIONED 
IN THIS PAPER 


by Brother Jerome Lepre’, S.C. 


The following family groups appearing in the 
New Orleans Genesis, Vol. XXV - No. 100, 
page 403, “The Other Side of the Portrait” are 
listed below in the order in which they appeared. 


JEAN FREDERIQ UE DIT LAFONTAINE and 
MARIE ISBETTE LA VALLEE 


1. Francois married Barbara Magdalena Simon 
2. Marie Jeanne single 

3. Nicolas single 

4, Pierre married Marie Elizabeth Marcossin 
5, Laurent single 

6. Angelique married Jean Louis Casbergue 
7. Valentin married Constancia Christian 


Ladner 


PIERRE LAFONTAINE married MARIE ELIZABETH 
MARCOSSIN 


1. Catherine married Jean Baptiste Martal 
2. Anne Marie Francoise married 
1) Pierre Panguinette 
2) Claude Ladner 
3. Jeanne single 
4, Louis Auguste married Catherine Bourgeois 
5, Louise married Jacques Ladner 
6, Jean Pierre single 


_ LOUIS AUGUSTE LAFONTAINE married CATHERINE 
BOURGEOIS 


Julienne married Jean Baptiste Ladner 
Marte Eveline married Jacques Laforce 
Louis Auguste married Bazilie Laforce 
Euphrosine married Jerome Ryan 

Marie Florentine married Joseph Ladner 
6. Felicite married John Westbrook 


aAPpwhd— 
ee © 8 6 


JULIENNE LAFONTAINE married JEAN BAPTISTE 
LADNER 
= 
Marie Arcinta married Victor Laforce 
Eloise married Louis (Gregoire) Grove 
Louise married Stanislaus Beaugez 
Julienne married Francois Fontaine 
Marie Palmire married Victor Ryan 
Alfred married Caroline Ryan 


aunhrwnr- 


JULIENNE LADNER married FRANCOIS FONTAINE 


1. Louis married Madeline Cannette 
2. Francis married Marie Fournier 
3. Emmanuel single 


236 


Pierre single 
Julienne married Julian Fayard 
Jean Baptiste married Josephine Ryan 
Anne married Raymond Cannette 
Marie Jeanne married 

1) Jacques Batailley 

2) Raymond Cannette 
9, Antoine married Williamine Young 
10. Christophe married Louise Galle 
11. Claude (Glaude) — single 
12, Martin married 
1) Mary Elizabeth Ladnier 
2) 


OANA F 


JOSEPHINE FOUNTAIN married PIERRE 
LEPRE 


1. Paola Celestine married George 
Rousseau 

Lucien Celestin single 

Peter J. married Helen Dav is 

Salvador A. married Grace Boney 

Armanse Agnes married Napoleon 
Grove 


nApwnd 
so 2 « & 


SALVADOR A, LEPRE married GRACE 
BONEY 


1. Salvador, Jr. (Brother Jerome Lepre) 
single 
2. Earleen married 
1) Charles Creel 
2) Don Sigworth 
3, Mary Catherine married 
1) Roy Reaux 
2) William Knox 
. Stanley married Nancy Weber 
. Ethelyn married Alvin Rainosek 
Alma single 
Darnell married Patricia Worley 
Lyndell married Susan Stafford 


ONAN 
s & © 


ALLIED FAMILIES 


PIERRE LEPRE married CELINA MORAN 
. Armand married Beulah Park er 
Lilia married Claude Taylor 
Pierre married Josephine Fountain 
Ernestine married Peter Parker 
Ameline married Anthony Bernich 
Armine married John Bernich 
Josephine married Peter Cazeaux 
Salvador married 


ANankWN— 
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1) Jenny Bosarge 6, Joseph single 
2) Cecile Seymour 7. Josephine married Jean Baptiste 
3) Miss Cochran Fountain 
4) Paola Moran 8. Louise single 
9. John single 9, Marie married Thomas Hanson 
10, Joseph married Virginia Moran 10. Martin married Permelia Delaunay 
11, Frank married Cora Tiblier 11. Caroline married Pablo Cox 
12, Rene married Felicity Westbrook 
EDWARD MORAN married CELESTINE LADNER 13, St. Cyr 
od 
1, Desiree Census 1850 ALPHONSE BONEY married PAMELA SAUJON 
2. Zeline married Louis Quave a 
3. Celestine married Denis Stravapodi 1, Lee married Clemence Campos 
4, Wilfred single 2, Grace married Salvador Lepre 
5, Celina married Pierre Lepre 3. Marie Ellena married Lazarus Quave 
6. Ovide 4. Henry single 
7. Casimir Census 1850 5. Fritz single 
8. Alfred Calvin 6, Earl "single 
9. Marcelline <3 
10. Timothy Pana 
YM, Leander RKAKEKREKKEKKEEREEEKEREREEEKERKEKKKKEKKEKEKA KEKE 
12, Edward 
13. Daville married Various Excerpts From Church Registers. 
i cae ar (Continued from page 186) 
14, Eleanor Census 1850 


Witnesses: Atniett BOSSO, Alex COURTADE, 


NICHOLAS LADNER married MARIANNE PAQUET Sula COTAUD, S.A.C. Marriage Book 2 - 
coherent age 25 - Act 7 


. Nicofas married Angel ique_Baudrea 
s Biche! aaa 15 November 1875 


] 
2 
is sae nent Se Jules PHILIPPI son of Cesare PHILIPPI and of 
2 elene marri van Cuevas Adela BACIRE 
6 
7 


. Genevieve married Dominique Ladner 
. Magdalen married Ignacio Sierra 
. Francois married Marie Louise Christian 


married 
Lucie JORDA daughter of Pierre JORDA and of 
Nisida LAURET. 


Ladner - 
, ‘ ‘ Witnesses: C. PHILIPPI], P. JORDA, H.C, 
an latices PHILIPPI, G. W. DUNBAR, D. A, DUCROS, 


¥. Jose married tevotie Payard Jas. A. JORDA, C. A, PHILIPPI, Herm, 
10. Jean Baptiste married Julienne Latontaine KAHL, S.C. JAULON, A. PHILIPPI, 
Pi Penetor ented N. JORDA, Marie DIONEL, Mrs. H. C. 
‘ PHILIPPI], M. M, JORDA, J, G, DEVEREUX, 


FRANCOIS BOURGEOIS married MARIANNE Emilie DUNBAR, Celie DROMEL, R. JUMON- 
FAYARD ———. VILLE, R, LABRANCHE, 
§.L.C. Marriage Book 14 ~ Page 120 ~ Act 122 
1, Catherine married Louis Auguste Lafontaine 
2. Louis Francois single 15 September 1885 
3. Marie Therese single Ernest August CARRERE son of Jules Bernard 
4, Bernard Valentin single CARRERE and of Eugenie SUGELEISSEN 
5, Francois Valentin married Marie Louise married 
Ladner Louise Desiree COURTADE daughter of Jean 
6. Louisa married Pierre LaCavanne Armand COURTADE and of Julia E. GA 
‘ Witnesses: Richard ORY, Chas. J. MARSCHALL, 
PIERRE — married MARIE-JOSEPHE LADNER A, LEFRANIER, J. A, COURTAGE. 
], Martha married Jean Rodriguez S.L.C,. Marriage Book 16 - Page 14 - Act 14 
2. Eugene John married Eudoxie Delaunay 
3. Edmond married Adele Bosarge to 
4, Marie Eulalie married Raymond Cannette be 
5. Eugenie single continued 
237 
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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE PORTRAIT 


by Brother Jerome Lepre’, $C. 


In a previous article by the author, | he traced 
the descent of his mother from an early New Orleans 
French colonial, Jean Frederique dit LAFONTAINE, 
who had come from France in 1718 aboard the ship, 
*Count of Toulouse," as a soldier.2 Jean was 
assigned as a drummer to a company of soldiers in New 
Orleans, commanded by Captain Joachim de GAUVERY 
(GAUVRIT).3 The article indicated how, through five 
families and nine generations, Jean Frederique dit 
LAFONTAINE'S descendants are quite numerous, 
particularly along the Gulf Coast, where so many now 
call home, though for the most part under different 
names. 


Since writing that initial article, several new 
sources of information have surfaced regarding the 
LAFONTAINE family, and these make it incumbent 
on the author to write further on the meanderings, 
intermarriages and widespread movement of this 
family and succeeding families and those with whom 
they came in contact. 


Inasmuch as the first paper dealt with the author's 
mother's ancestry through the LAFONTAINES, PANGUI- 
NETTES, MORINS, BONEYS and LEPRES, it was 
thought appropriate fo attempt something similar on his 
father's side, since his father, Salvador LEPRE, also 
descends from Jean Frederique dit LAFONTAINE. 
However, in tracing his father's lineage, the going is 
rougher with more problems than earlier encountered. 
Some of these difficulties seem veritably insurmountable, 
In fact, in the LAFONTAINE family there appears a 
difficult problem in the marriage of Jean's son Pierre, 
whose wife is found in the documents as a "Marcossin, ” 
a "Dubois" and a "Desbois,” 


Whereas direct quotes from the documents were 
few in number in the earlier article, it is necessary to 
render a close scrutiny of the documents in this work. 
This will mean that where marriage contracts and docu- 
ments are lacking, other documents must take up the 
slack in proof to keep a continuous, uninterrupted 
connection between the links in a chain that at times 
seem rather tenuous. Yet, despite this observation, 
sufficient documents are available to trace the descent 
of the author's father from Jean Frederique dit LAFON- 
TAINE. This ancestry will encompass the LAFONTAINE, 
LADNER, FOUNTAIN and LEPRE families. 


This genealogy will involve two prolific families, 
the LAFONTAINES and the LADNERS. Each of these 
old families would contribute considerably to the 
complete settlement of the Gulf Coast area, With the 
intermarrying that would take place, one would see the 
same names given to many of the children, so that in 


LA CONTA ve 
y Lam ily Geneol oq jes 
VE 


researching these families, this kind of problem 
would be frequently encountered. To see the 

number of Marie LADNERS, Marie Louise LADNERS 
and Jean Baptiste LADNERS is at times unbelievable. 
Fortunately, most baptisms do have the parents and | 
grandparents given, thus aiding the researcher to 
ferret out just whose child is being baptized or mar- 
ried. 


Jean Frederique dit LAFONTAINE lived in 
and around the city of New Orleans during his years 
in the service of France. There is no evidence that 
he lived on the Gulf Coast. His marriage to Marie 
Isbette LaVALLEE took place in New Orleans in the 
year 1728.4 


On September 14, 1728, after publi- 
cation of the three banns of marriage at 
the parish Mass on three consecutive 
Sundays between Jean Frederick dit La- 
Fontaine, drummer in the company of Mr. 
DeGauvry, native of Moulins, in Bourbon~ 
nais, son of the deceased Jean Frederick 
and of Marie LeChaufe de Brunelle, his 
father and mother on the one part, and 
Marie Isbette, native of Douay, daughter + 
of Charles LaVallee and Marie Christine, 
mother and father on the other part, and 
not having found any objections to the 
marriage, I, the undersigned Capuchin 
Vicar Priest of New Orleans received 
their mutual consent and gave them the 
nuptial blessing with the ordinary cere~ 
monies of the Church in the presence of 
parents and friends. Signing are: Pierre 
Francois Durant, sergeant, Pierre Clermont, 
soldier, Claude Renault dit Lasugnoz, 
Nicholas Fisau, who signed with me andof 
Jean Belair who declared that he could not 
write or sign but made his ordinary mark. 


Fisau Renault Rev. Fr. Hyacinth, 
Clermont Capuchin 
Durant 


The marriage indicates that Marie Isbette 
also came from France. 


Several children blessed this marriage and 
records can be found for the following: Valentin, 
Nicolas, Pierre, Francois and Marie Jeanne. 
Two other children, apparently, are part of this 
family, Angelique and Laurent. For example, in 
1770 Laurent is working at the French Accounting 
Office with Nicolas, Pierre, Valentin and 
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Francois.6 At that particular time there was no other 
LAFONTAINE family in New Orleans, as far as can 
be determined. Angelique, on the other hand, is the 
mother of two baptized children (Marie in 1764 and 
Louis Claude in 1771),7 whose godparents were 
members of the CASBERGUE and DUPONT families, 
names associated with the LAFONTAINE family, Jean 
Louis CASBERGUE dies as husband to Angela LAFON- 
TAINE.8 Yet, no father is listed in the two baptisms 
above, 


On September 15, 1763, Jean Frederique is dis- 
charged and is pensioned on half-pay of six livres .? 


The death dated of Jean and Marie Isbette are unknown. 


Of the children of Jean Frederique, Pierre is the 
forebear to Salvador LEPRE. He courted Marie Eliza- 
beth MARCOSSIN. Their marriage is recorded at St. 
Louis Cathedral ,!0 


On April 7, 1761, after publication of the 
three banns of marriage at the parochial Mass, 
the first on the twenty-fourth of the present 
month, the second on the twenty-ninth, and 
the third on the fifth of May, between Pierre 
LaFontaine, native of this parish, legitimate 
son of Frederic LaFontaine and of Elizabeth 
LaVallee, his father and mother on one part, 
and Marie Marcossin, native of this parish, 
the legitimate daughter of the deceased Jean 
Baptist Marcossin, and the deceased Elizabeth 
Dupont, her father and mother on the other 
part, |, a Capuchin apostolic missionary 
priest, having found no impediment, join them 
in marriage in the presence of the witnesses 
signed below, The married couple legitimized 
Jeanne Dubois born on October 26, 1760, and 
baptized on November 2, 1760. In faith of 
which I| have signed the month and year as 
above. 


Marie Eliz Marcosin 
Panguinet 

+Pierre Lafontaine 
Pierre Boudignon 
Legran 

Jean Baptiste 


Father Prosper 


The name “Dubois” presents a number of unre- 
solved problems, which must be considered here. 
Though the name Marcossin is given as Marie's family 
name and her parents are listed on the marriage 
certificate as "the deceased Jean Baptiste Marcossin 
and the deceased Elizabeth Dupont, her father and 
mother ..... ,' the name DUBOIS or DESBOIS 
continues to appear on the records of her children. On 
Jeanne DUBOIS' baptismal certificate, the girl is 
recorded as "..... the natural sanaiier of Pierre LA- 
FONTAINE and of Marie DUBOIS."!! The same is true 


on the marriage certificate of Jeanne's parents where 
"the couple legitimize Jeanne DUBOIS, born on 
October 26, 176, and baptized on November 2, 
1760."12 In the records of the other children, Marie 
MARCOSSIN is identified in several ways. On the 
marriage certificate of her daughter Catherine to Jean 
Baptiste MARTAL, Catherine is identified "as a native 
of Pensacola (?), the daughter of Pedro Federico 
(LAFONTAINE) and of Marcalin (MARCOSSIN ?) 
DUBOIS."13 On the baptism of son Louis Auguste, 
there appears "Louis Auguste, born on May 27, 1762 
of the legitimate marriage of Pierre LAFONTAINE 
and of Marie DUBOIS, his father and mother."14 On 
the marriage certificate of Louis Auguste there is 
ere Luis Auguste LAFONTAINE, native of New 
Orleans, legitimate son of majority age of Pedro LA- 
FONTAINE and Ana Maria DESBOIS...."!5 The 
baptismal act of son Jean Pierre says "Jean Pierre, 
born on December 31, 1764, of the legitimate mar- 
riage of Pierre LAFONTAINE and Marie Lisbette 
DuBOIS, his father and mother."16 The marriage of 
daughter Lulsa to Jacques LADNER says," ... and 
Luisa LAFONTAINE, the legitimate daughter of 
minor age of Pedro LAFONTAINE and Ana Maria 
DESBOIS..... 0 17 but for another daughter, 

Anne Marie Francoise, who married Pierre PANGUI- 
NETTE, there is written into the marriage certificate 
that Anne Marie Francois (Francoise)",... is the 
true daughter of Pierre LAFONTAINE and Juana 
Maria MARCASIN."!8 On Anne Marie's second 
marriage to Claude LADNER, she is recorded as “the 
legitimate daughter of majority age of Pierre LA- 
FONTAINE and Ana Maria DESBOIS, #19 


As the reader can see, Marie Elizabeth MARCOS- 
SIN is called Marie DUBOIS, Marie DESBOIS, Juana 
Maria MARCASIN and Ana Maria DESBOIS on the 
many extant records of her children, It is difficult to 
say why she is called DUBOIS. Her mother was 
Elizabeth DUPONT and perhaps there was here an 
error from the beginning when orally giving her name 
fo the priest for her marriage. Since both parents are 
deceased at the time of the marriage, and since we 
are not sure when they died, Marie could have been 
reared by a DUBOIS family, But in the long run, all 
of this theorizing is rather ridiculous, because who- 
ever she is, she signs her marriage act as Marie Eliz. 
MARCOSIN. It is not known when Marie died, but 
there is a Pierre LAFONTAINE, who dies in 1813 and 
is buried in the St. Louis Cemetery #1 in New 
Orleans ,20 


In an old document dated 7 October 1784, Mrs. 
Pierre LAFONTAINE purchases property on the 
Coast, This gives us some idea about the time when 
the LAFONTAINES must have moved from New 
Orleans to the Coast. 


I, the undersigned, declare both to have 
sold and delivered to Mde. Charlot and Mde, 
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Baptiste, the plantation of Baptiste Socier, 
which | purchased from Mr. Boidore, situated 
on the Bay of St. Louis, for the price and sum 
of four cows and their calves of this year. 


John Castagnat 
New Orleans, the 7 of October 1784 


Inhabited and cultivated since August 1781. 
No survey. 


We, the undersigned Widow Batiste Ladnaire 
and Angelica, widow Charlot Favre, have sold 
three arpens (sic) of land from off the said 
Requette, mentioned on the other side, and we 
do not pretend to more than seventeen arpens (sic) 
on the title of the said land sold Mrs, Pierre La- 
Fontaine in presence of witnesses. 


+ Mark of Mrs. Baptiste 
Ladengire 
+ Mark of Charlot Favre 
+ Mark of Mr. Martial 
Nicaise, Witness 
Witness Francois Pechero 


Made our cross. 


The genealogy of Salvador LEPRE continues with 
Louis Auguste from among the children of Pierre LA- 
FONTAINE and Marie MARCOSSIN. And it is here 
that the author's mother's and father's ancestries part 
company. She descends from Anne Marie Francoise, 
sister to Louis Auguste. 


Continuing, then, with Louis Auguste, he is found 
first mentioned in his baptismal act of 29 May 1762. 


In this year of seventeen hundred and sixty- 
two and the twenty-ninth day of May, I the 
undersigned Apostolic Capuchin Missionary 
priest baptized with the ordinary ceremonies of 
the church Louis Auguste born on the twenty- 
seventh of the month of the legitimate marriage 
of Pierre LaFontaine and of Marie Dubois his 
father and mother. The godfather being the 
Sieur Louis Auguste Chevalier Dutisnet Officer 
of the Infantry detached to the Marines and the 
godmother Dame Jean Catherine La Boulet wife 
of Sieur Villars and in faith | have signed the 
day and year as above, SLC, BBIV, p. 103. 


/s/ Le Chr. Dutisnet 
/s/ Laboulay Villar 


Louis Auguste, after being reared in New Orleans, 
moved with his family to the Coast. It is there that he 
met and married Catherine BOURGEOIS, daughter of 


F, Eustache, pre. Cap. 
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Francois BOURGEOIS and Marianne FAYARD of Bay 
St. Louis. 


On the fifth day of May, 1801, 1, Don 
Juan Francisco Vaugeois, Parish Priest of 
the Church of Our Lady of the Conception 
of Mobile, being on a visit to the Coast of 
Biloxi, at an Oratory which had been es- 
tablished, and having dispensed with the 
banns for lack of time, with permission of 
the illustrious Bishop of this Diocese, and 
with no Canonical impediment resulting 
from the information which | have now 
orally taken, preceding the mutual consent 
of the contracting (parties), | see and give 
the nuptial blessing at Mass to Luis Augusto 
LaFontaine, native of New Orleans, legi- 
timate son of majority age of Pedro La- 
Fontaine and Ana Marie Desbois, resident 
of this parish, on one part, and Catarina 
Bourgeois, legitimate daughter of majority 
age of the deceased Francois Bourgeois 
and of Mariane Fayard, native of this 
parish on the other part. They both acknow- 
ledge (recognize) their daughters, Julienne, 
who was born 16 November 1795, Maria 
Evelina born 29 June 1798, and one child, 
unbaptized, born 29 June 1800, in the 
presence of the father of the groom, with 
the consent of the mother of the bride 
given in writing, and in presence also of 
Pierre Fayard and Pierre Karcaux, witnessed 
by both of them who did not sign, and, 
because of which, | hereby sign it for them 
today in Mobile 24 May 1801. (Mobile 
Cathedral, MBI, p. 93.) 


/s/ Juan Francisco Vaugeois 


The Civil or common law marriage must have taken 
place before the Church blessed the marriage at the 
Oratory set up in Biloxi about 1800, 


Francisco BOURGEOIS was a native New 
Orleanian, as will be seen in a future paper. He 
married Marianne FAYARD, probably in the late 
1750's. She was the daughfér of Jean and Marie 
Francoise FISSEAU of New Orleans. Francisco is 
listed in the troops of General Bernardo de GAL- 
VEZ in the late 1770's, as one belonging to a 
detachment made up of fishermen, hunters, etc., 
along the Louisiana Gulf Coast.2! He either died 
naturally or was killed in GALVEZ'S expeditions 
by the first part of 1781, because his wife remarries 
in the Church to Etienne PERRACHE on August 8, 
1781. 
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In the marriage of Louis Auguste and Catherine 
Bourgeois the couple recognize Juliana, born on 16 
November 1795, Marie Eveline, born on 27 February 
1798 and a third child, unbaptized, born 29 June 1800. 
Marianne FAYARD gave her written consent in the 
presence of Pierre FAYARD and Pierre KARCAUX. 

—__—_—~ 

The marriage of Louis Auguste and Catherine brings 
to light a problem that seems to appear wherever 
Catherine BOURGEOIS is discussed, Many of the old 
people along the Coast considered this woman to be of 
Indian extraction. There is no mention of this in any 
of the documents. No proof of this can be found any- 
where to substantiate this notion. She is referred to as 
Catherine Nantes PERRACHE. The word "Nantes" is 
Etienne PERRACHE'S hometown in France. When 
Francisco BOURGEOIS, Catherine's father, died, 
Marianne married PERRACHE. Thus, Catherine is 
known as the step-daughter of Etienne PERRACHE and 
is known at times as Catherine PERRACHE, PERRACHE 
is French and there are no Indians in the LAFONTAINE, 
BOURGEOIS and FAYARD families, as far as reasonable 


research can discover. 


Louis and Catherine reared their family in what is 
now Ocean Springs, Mississippi. Their six children are 
Julienne, Marie, Eveline, Louis Auguste, Jr., Euphro- 
sine, Marie Florentine and Felicite. They had purchased 
property at the turn of the century from Julian AZEVEDO 
and established their home near the old Fort in Ocean 
Springs, Mississippi. 


To all whom these presents 

shall come, Greeting: 

Whereas there has been 
deposited in the General Land Office a certificate 

- numbered sixty-four of the Register and Receiverof 
the Land Office of Augusta, Miss., with a plat of 
the survey of the tract of land therein mentioned, 
whereby it appears that by the 2nd Section of the 
Act of Congress, approved on the third day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, 
entitled "An Act for adjusting the claims of land 
and establishing Land Offices in the district east 
of the island of New Orleans--the claim of the 
Widow Lafontaine under Julian Azevedo, entered 
as number thirty in abstract #10 of Commissioner 
Crawford, has been confirmed, and that the same 
has been surveyed and designed as Section 37, 
containing 260 acres and 9/100 of an acre, in 
Township 7 South, of Range 8 West, in the district 
of lands subject to sale at Augusta, in the State 
of Mississippi. 


The United States ) 
of America ) 


Now know ye: That the United States of America 
in consideration of the premises and in conformity 
with the said Act of Congress, have remised, 
released and forever quit-claimed, and by these 
presents do remise, release and forever quit claim 
unto the said Widow Lafontaine, or her legal 
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representatives, and to her or their heirs, 
the said land above described; subject to 
any just claim or claims to all and every 
part thereof; of all and every person or 
persons, bodies politic, or corporate, 
derived from the United States, or from 
either the British, French or Spanish 
authorities; to have and to hold the same 
together with all the rights and privileges, 
immunities and appurtenances of whatso- 
ever nature thereunto belonging, subject 
to any such just claim or claims as afore- 
said, unto her the said Widow Lafontaine 
or her legal representatives and to her or 
their heirs and assigns forever; so that 
neither the United States or any other 
person claiming under them, except as is 
provided in said Act, and the reservations 
aforesaid, may or can set up any right or 
title thereto, 


In testimony whereof, I, James K. 
Polk, President of the United States of 
America, have caused these letters to be 
made patent and the Seal of the General 
Land Office to be hereunto affixed. 


Given under my hand, at the City of 
Washington, the sixteenth day of May, 
1848, and of the year of the Independence 
of the United States the Seventy second. 


By the President, James K. Polk 
By J. K. Stephens, Ass't. Secy, 


S.H. Laughlin, Recorder of the General 
Land Office 


Julienne LAFONTAINE is the new link in the 
genealogy of Salvador LEPRE. She would marry 
Jean Baptiste LADNER, son of Nicolas LADNER 
and Marianne PAQUET. To treat of the LADNER 
family properly, a digression must be made here. 
When the genealogy resumes, it will be with the 
marriage between Julienne LAFONTAINE and 
Jean Baptiste LADNER, 


If one family could be said to be the backbone 
of genealogy on the Gulf Coast, it would have to 
be the LADNER family, Their progeny filled the 
Coast by 1800, Allied to this family were the 
MORAN, NECAISE, DELAUNAY, FAYARD 
FOUNTAIN, LAFONTAINE, DEDEAUX, RYAN, 
CARCO, CUEVAS, SEYMOUR families and‘others, 


The origin of the LADNER family is difficult to 
pinpoint. Perhaps if one knew all of the answers 
concerning the origin of the Coast family, he 
would have to laugh at his own stupidity and fool ish- 
ness regarding what he writes, because assumptions 
are made and are not always correct, As far as 
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documents go, the earliest we know of is that a Christian 
LADNER of Petersene came from Europe on the boat "La 
Marie” in 1719.29 Little is known of him. In the year 
1724, a baptism was performed on September 12 and 
recorded in the sacramental books of the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, Mobile, Alabama, It follows 


here: 


y dem Jean Baptiste fils Christianne Letdener 
de Suisse dit Cantons Grissons et de Marie Barbe 
Couna! (Boumal) a eu pour parin Jean Baptiste fils 
naturel et sa soeur pour marienne. 


Item: Jean Baptiste, son of Christianne Let- 
dener, from Switzerland (large ink blot over part 
of this word), Canton of Grissons, and Marie 
Barbe Counal (Boumal). The godfather is Jean 
Baptiste, natural son, and his sister as godmother. 


(Mobile, BB 1, p. 51) 


It seems that the baptism involves a German spelling 
of what is thought to be LADNER, “Letdener.” But of this, 
one is not certain, The translation leads one to believe 
that Christian LETDENER must have been a ape st Suclieer~ 
land from the Canton of Grissons. Just how a Swiss got to 
the French colony will be left to further research, There is, 
though, a reference in The Recensements to a Christian with 
a wife and two children in the Pascagoula area in 1727, 


In the year 1798 there is confirmed by the Bishop of 
Lovisiana and the Floridas on Deer Island a Luis Christian 
LADNER. The journal records his age as one hundred 
years old .25 


One further reference is to a Christianne LADNER, god- 
father to the son of Henry SAUCIER and Barbe LaCROIX. If 
it is he who signs the document as Christiane, it does, then, 
indicate literacy. 


On April 25, 1745, 1, a Capuchin priest, 
have baptized with the ordinary ceremonies of 
the Church, Christiane, the legitimate son of 
Henry Saucie and Barbara LaCroix, his wife. 
Godparents are Christiane Lardner and Gilette 
Gautier, who signed with me the day and year 
as above, ~ 


(SLC, BB II, p. 40, Act #3) 


Christiane 

Saucie 

Gilette Gautier 

Circumstantial evidence seems to be somewhat con- 
vincing that Christian LETDENER and Christian LADNER are 
the same person. The sounds of LADNER and of LETDENER 
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are not too far apart in pronunciation when said 
quickly, All early descendants of LADNER are 
called Christian, particularly the first two gener- 
ations. So it would seem that the father of Jean 
Baptiste LETDENER, CHRISTIANNE, most 
probably is the progenitor of the LADNERS. 


Three known LADNERS, brothers, are the 
first Coast generation of LADNERS: Jacques 
Mathurin, who married Anna Maria BERDA, 
Nicolas, who married Marianne PAQUET and 
Jean Baptiste, who married Marie Louise FISSEAU. 
There is also the possibility of a sister, Angelique, 
who seems to sign for a possible niece as *Angeli- 
que Lanner. m2 


In the Spanish census of the Mobile District 
on January 1, 178627 there is listed Nicolas 
CHRISTIAN, 49 years old, and his wife 43, and 
Maturin, 50 years old, The Santiago listed there 
is only 30 years old and his wife, 28, This 
Santiago is of the second generation of LADNERS, 
son of Jacques Maturin, If the ages mentioned 
here for Maturin and Nicolas are correct, then 
they would have been born in 1736 and 1737, 
There is no reason to doubt that they are 
brothers of Jean Baptiste LETDENER in the 1724 
baptism, That these men are brothers is found in 
the various dispensations for marriages, where 
family kinship is shown precisely. The dispen- 
sations are found in the "Mississippi Coast 
Historical and Genealogical Journal, "Vol. 18, 


pp. 16-35, 1982, 


In the records of the French Superior Council 
are found several documents which are in the name 
of Nicolas CHRISTINA or CHRISTINAS. Since 
many of the baptisms of early Coast LADNERS were 
done under the name CHRISTIAN, and that there 
is a tradition in the family that old Christian was 
a shipbuilder, it seems preferable to give the 
complete references from the Council meetings 
regarding this Nicolas CHRISTINA or CHRISTINAS. 


On June 18, 1735, before noon, at 
the request of the Procurator General of 
the King of this Province, living at New 
Orleans where he makes his home, | have, 
Louis Hugault, doorkeeper for the Superior 
Council of Louisiana, undersigned, sum- 
moned and questioned Mr. Antoine 
Brunelle, resident in this city, speaking in 
person, to the named Judice, habitant of 
the said place in his home, in speaking in 
person, to Nicolas Christina, also an in- 
habitant of the sald place, in speaking in 
person, in his home to appear today at 
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three o'clock in the afternoon in the chamber 
of the Council before Mr. de Salmon, first 
Judge, to make a statement about the things 
recovered by them from the Spanish flatboat 
that wrecked on our coasts, under pain of 
being pursued under Article 9 of title 9, 

Book 4, of the ordinance of 1681, regarding 
the sea, to show the salvage articles to be 
divided by them according to the ordinance. 
Their information lacked satisfaction by them, 
and they will be pursued as thieves. The 
reading was made and the meaning understood, 
Each was given a copy of these presents con- 
cerning the above. It is done, (La. State 
Museum, Document #5315, June 18, 1735.) 


lask that Mr. Gerald pay to Master 
Christinas the sum of 104 livres for eighteen days 
work that he worked aboard the boat for frame- 
work and woodwork done to the boat. At New 
Orleans, this 14 October, 1737. (La. State 
Museum, October 14, 1737.) 


To: Mr. de Salmon, King's Councilor 
Commissioner of the Navy and first 
Judge of the Superior Council of the 
Province of Louisiana 


Nicolas Cristina humbly petitions, saying 
that he is due the sum of 96 livres for the refit- 
ting of the boat St. Anne, sold by Mr. Brosset 
to Mr. Gerald, without having received any 
payment. The notice given by him to me is 
that the said boat had been made ready to be 
put up for sale by agreement between them, 
which notice and publication have been made 
without the said boat having been put up for 
sale, nor the owners making themselves liable 
to pay for the work done, This considered, Sir, 
please order that he be paid the sum due him for 
the work done on the boat, following the bills 
he has. If not, let the said boat be re-posted 
anew to be sold by the Court, and from the 
proceeds of the sale pay for what he is due by 
preference, as well as the costs of Court, At 
New Orleans, January 11, 1738. 


(No signature) 


Let the sale of the boat in question be 
published and posted so as to be definitively 
sold before us at the public assembly at the 
Court on Tuesday next, the 14th of the present 
month at nine o'clock in the morning, after the 
three publications have been made. At New 
Orleans, this 11 January 1738. (La. State 
Museum, Documents #'s 9256 and 9257, January 
11, 1738.) 


Salmon 
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Present in person is Joseph Brazou, ..... 
of New Orleans, who by these presents accepts 
and confesses to have received from Nicolas 
Christina the sum of one hundred eight livres, 
six sols in current money... .. © « he is 
content and the said sum of 108 livres, 6 sols, 
he promises and obligates himself. ... . to 
the said Christina in one year counting from 
today in the same current money. He will keep 
this until he returns from his hunting trip. . . . 
as surety, for which he obliges, affects and 
mortgages all his goods, personal and real, 
present and to come, for then, etc., promising 
and obliging . . . . . . renouncing, etc. 


Done and passed at New Orleans in our study 
on July 10, 1732, before noon, in presence of 
Mr. Nicolas Chemy, clerk of the Court, and Mr. 
Pierre Dar. . . doorkeeper, and living; and has 
stated that the said Br. . . . could not sign 
or write, following the requirement of the 
ordinance. (La. State Museum, Document 


#1815, July 7, 1737.) 


. ossard, 
Notary 


Christ inas 
Chemy 


Dargazan sa 


On January 20, 1738, at the request of 
Nicolas Cristina, carpenter, living in New 
Orleans where he has his home, |, Marin Lenor- 
mand, doorkeeper of the Extraordinary Commission, 
residing in the said place, have, in virtue of the 
ordinance of the Members of the Council, under 
date of the 14th of the present month, to appear 
tomorrow at nine o'clock in the morning so as to 
award for good to the highest and last bidder, 
the boat "St, Anne" with all its appurtenances, 

I have, the said doorkeeper, (IIlegible) sum- 
moned Mr. Gerrards in his home so as to be and 
speak for himself to Mr. Brosset, in his home, so 
as to be and speak for himself, to find if it is 
good, to find bidders tomorrow at nine o'clock 
in the morning at the bar of the Court, telling 
them that in their presence or absence, it will 
be awarded for good, | have left a copy for Mr. 
Gerards and Mr. Brosset, speaking as above to 
one who will not ignore it. 


Done. (La. State Museum, Document #9259, 
January 20, 1738.) 


Lenormand 


To: The members of the Superior Council 
of the Province of Louisiana 


Nicolas Christina humbly petitions, saying 
that he is due a sum of 93 livres for the refitting 
of the boat St, Anne, that Mr. Michel Gerald 
had acquired from Mr. Brosset, which had been 
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that he is due a sum of 93 livres for the refitting of the 
boat St. Anne, that Mr. Michel Gerald had acquired 
from Mr, Brosset, which had been adjudged to Mr. 
Prevost, Captain of the ship La Pele. The price of the 
adjudication is in the office of the clerk of your Council 
to pay the creditors and those opposed, The rest is to be 
remitted to Mr. Brosset, to whom the said boat is due, 
and there are no others opposed. This considered, Sirs, 
please order that the money deposited with your Clerk 
be paid by preference as providing for work he did on 
the said boat following the opposition that he has made 
to the Clerk and condemn Mr. Gerald to pay expenses, 
except to Mr. Brosset, so as to have his recourse, as he 
sees it, To that end the Clerk will be constrained to 
give good and true discharge and do right. 


Let the said Gerald be called regarding the things 
stated in this petition, February 1738. 


(IIegible signature) 


On February 24, 1738, in virtue of the ordinance 
above at the request of Nicolas Cristina, carpenter, 
living in this city where he has his home, 1, Marin Le 
Norman, doorkeeper for the Council undersigned, 
have given assignment to Mr. F. Gerald at his home 
where he was, speaking to his Negro Merqure, to 
appear on the first day of Court in the Chambers of 
the Superior Council to respond to the request of the 
said Cristina and to proceed then, because of the re- 
quired costs. | have given him a copy of the request 
and ordinance regarding these presents. It is done. 


Le Norman 


I, the undersigned, in execution of the decision 
of the Council on the first of the month, agree that he 
has received from the Clerk the sum of 93 livres for 
two bills signed by Serre, which | remitted to him at 
the time of the carpentry work done on the boat St. 
Anne, belonging to Mr. Gerald. | give good and 
true discharge, At New Orleans, March 2, 1738. 
(La. State Museum, February 13, 1738.) 


N. Christina 


To the members of the Superior Council of the 
Province of Louisiana, 


Nicolas Cristina, resident of this colony, hum- 
bly requests, saying that he had sent a bill to Mr. 
Roman in the sum of 183 livresas . . . . 183 by 
Mr, Jahan, merchant, dated August 13, 1741, pay- 
able in January 1742, the citation on the reverse for 
December 18 last, which statement had been presented 
by the petitioner to Mr. Roman, who defaulted in 
payment saying that Mr. Jahan owes him. 
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This considered, Sirs, may it please you 
favor the petitioner to assign on the first day of 
the Council the said Jahan and Roman, so that he 
mey discuss with them their reasons and to condemn 
the debtor to pay to the petitioner the said sum of 
183 livres plus expenses. 


Christina 


Let the said Roman and Jahan be cited at 
the end of the present reques. April 1, 1743, 


Taken to be served on April 2, 1743 - 
Jahan, 


Salmon 


On April 3, 1743, in virtue of the above 
ordinance and at the request of Mr. Cristina, 
resident of this city, and in his house where he 
has his home, 1, Augustin Chaubelet, ordinary 
doorkeeper for the Superior Council of this 
province and living here, have given legal 
notice to Mr. Roman, resident (illegible) to that 
of Mr. Procurator General of the King, in this 
city on Royal Street, speaking to Pierrot, his 
black domestic, to appear on the 27th of the 
present month, at nine o'clock in the morning, 
in the Chamber of the said Council to respond on 
and fo the points of the said request and to see 
to regulating to whom it may concern, this writ, 
with expenses. And he left him with a copy of 
the said request, ordinance and statement con- 
veyed. Done. (La. State Museum, Apr. 1, 
1743.) 


Chaubelet 


To the Members of the Superior Council of 
Louisiana, 


Pierre Voisin, a merchant of New Orleans, 
humbly petitions saying that he is due from the 
deceased Cristina the sum of 82 livres, fourteen 
sols and six deniers, and, besides, six quarts of 
corn in good grain and saleable, all payable on 
April 15 last, according to the statement 
attached. The petitioner has made many requests 
of the Widow Cristina without having received 
payment fOr. 6 we ee ee we we oes 


This considered, Sirs, please permit the 
petitioner to make an assignment for the first day 
of the meeting of the Council to the Widow 
Cristina so as (to have her condemned to pay) 
the sum of eighty-two livres, fourteen sols and 
six deniers and to deliver to him six quarts of 
corn in grain good and saleable according. . . 
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eis 8 . with interests costs and expenses, 
and so do justice. 


(Ilegible) for the petitioner 


Permission is given to assign for the first day 
of the Council at New Orleans. January 22, 1752. 


D'Auberv ille 


On January ? , 1752, in virtue of the above 
ordinance, at the request of Mr. Pierre Voisin, 
merchant at New Orleans and at his residence, I, 
Marin LeNormand, doorkeeper for the Superior 
Council of this province, living at New Orleans, 
have. ss « «© » « Stofes « . the Widow 
Cristina. . . +» «New Orleans in her home. 

. speaking for herself, to appear on the first 
day of ordinary business of the Council, on the first 
Saturday of the month of February at eight o'clock 
in the morning in the Superior Council Room of this 
+ « + « + « SO as to respond on the points given 
in the said petition and see what belongs to her by 
right, requiring. . .... and he has, as above, 
left a copy of the bill, the petition and the ordinance, 
regarding this. Let it be done. (La. State Museum, 
January 1752.) 


LeNormand 


Of the three children of Christian LADNER, Nicolas 
is the ancestor to Salvador LEPRE. There exists no baptis- 
mal record for him. He is identified on the dispensation 
for the marriage of his granddaughter Pelagia MORIN as 
the son of Christian LADNER 78 i 


From all indications above Nicolas CHRISTINAS was a 
boat-builder, and, from the type of work recorded in these 
old documents, preserved in the Louisiana State Museum, he 
must have been a master carpenter. He and his wife apparent- 
ly lived in New Orleans, There is no proof that Christian 
LADNER lived there, though some tradition has him there for 
several years, 


The name CHRISTINAS does not seem to have any 
direct connection with that of Christian LADNER. He is 
dead by 1752 and probably in New Orleans, asseen in the 
last documents above, Nicolas LADNER says that he was on 
Cat Island in 1746.2? There is here @discrepancy of six 
years. The questions still could be raised: Did this Nicolas 
CHRISTINAS go to Cat Island with his family during 1746- 
1753? Was he really of this LADNER family? Is hea 
progenitor of the LADNERS? From available information, 
the answer seems to be no in each case. 


Nicolas LADNER and Nicolas CHRISTINAS seem to be 
of different generations, yet from the above information 
Nicolas LADNER'S father was also a Nicolas. Nicolas LAD- 
NER was born circa 1737, while at the same time Nicolas 


CHRISTINAS was married and in shipbuilding. 


In the marriage dispensation of Genevieve 
LADNER, daughter of Nicolas LADNER and 
Marianne PAQUET, to Dominique LADNER on 
September 245-1799, there is clearly stated that 
her grandfather was named Nicholas and was 
"the son of a Mr, LADNAIRE who died in 
Europe.” Genevieve's father, Nicolas, is dead 
at this time and it is noted that her mother is 
poor with eight children at home. A Mr, Etienne 
PERRACHE, who signs the document (age 40) is a 
resident of the Coast near Bay St. Louis, and he 
adds that Nicolas, Genevieve's father is the son 
of another Nicolas LADNAIRE and a German 
woman, whose name he (Perrache) does not 
remember, Jean Baptiste CARMOUCHE (age 69) 
adds that Genevieve's mother had eight un- 
married children and three married. 


The information given by Mr. PERRACHE and 

Mr. CARMOUCHE does not seem to agree with 
the known marriages and baptisms of children in 
Nicolas LADNER'S family. Apparently there 
»were six known married children at the time: 
Marie Louise (Joseph MORIN), Helene (Juan 
CUEVAS), Magdalen (Ignacio SIERRA), Francois 
(Marie Louise CHRISTIAN), Nicolas (Angelique 

—.BAUDREAU) and possibly Joseph (Rosalie FAYARD), 
Pierre may have already married by this time. The 
other four children were Michel, Genevieve, Jean 
Baptiste and Claude. 


Footnotes 


VW Journal of Mississippi History”, Vol. XLI, 
pp. 373-382, November, 1979. 


2 List of passengers, Archives de France, 
November 15, 1718, "Comte de Toulouse.” 


3SLC, MBA, pp. 134-35, Act. 266. (SLC= 
St. Louis Cathedral) 


4SLC, MBA, p. 164, Act. 309. 


a) SLC, BB I, p. 5. 


a) 

b) SLC, BB II, p. 59. 

c) SLC, BB II, p. 128. 

d) SLC, BB II, p. 206. 

e) SLC, Funerals (1803-1815), p. 253b, 
Act 1382, 


Robichaux, Albert J., Jr., Louisiana 
Census and Militia Lists, (1770-1789), Vol. |, 
p. 20, 1973, 


7a) SLC BBV, p. 55. 
b)SLC BBV, p. 121. 
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by Brother Jerome Lepre’, S.C. 
(Continued from Vol, XXV - No. 100 - Page 530) 


THE 


When the English took control] of Spanish West 
Florida in 1763, at the close of the French and 
Indian War, they made it their business to take over 
Fort Conde in Mobile and then rename it Fort Char- 
lotte. The Major in charge was Robert FARMAR, and 
in the following months he set about having the 
inhabitants, at least the heads of households, take 
the oath of allegiance to the English King, George III. 
Among those who took "the oath of allegiance and 
fidelity to his Brittanick Majesty, King George III" 
on October 2, 1764, on the Gulf Coast, were 
Baptiste Christian LARDNARE, Nicolas LARDNARE 
and Louis Christian LARDNARE 30 

——————————— 


Nicolas and Jean Baptiste were brothers. It is 
not known how Louis Christian fits into the family. 
Mathurin LADNER, who married Ana BERDA, is 
missing, a brother to Nicolas and Jean Baptiste. 
Mathurin is mentioned in the 1786 Spanish census and 
was fifty years old at the time. Since he and his 
family lived on Horn Island, as baptismal records say, 
he may not have been available for the oath of 
allegiance, Louis Christian was the gentleman con- 
firmed on Deer Island in 1798 at one hundred years 
old. 


The marriage certificate of Nicholas LADNER 
to Marianne PAQUET does not exist. It would have 
been in a volume of marriages at the St. Louis 
Cathedral which was destroyed in the great fire of 
1788, The earliest baptismal record of Nicolas' 
children is that of 1760 for Nicolas, his son. It 
should be mentioned here that Nicolas' wife, Mari- 
anne PAQUET, was probably born in Mobile, but her 
baptismal record is found in New Orleans. 


On April 25, 1748, 1, Capuchin Superior 
of the mission of the same Order, baptized 
with the ceremonies of the Church Marie 
Anne, six years old, the legitimate daughter 
of Pierre Paquet and Magdelaine, a half 
Indian, her father and mother. Her god- 
parents are Louis Brusillier and Marianne 
Lorrain Magdelaine. I sign with faith onthe 
day and year as above, 


Father Charles, 
Superior 


+Anne Lorraine Maxent 


Chenet Madelaine 


The name PAQUET is spelled in various ways on dif- 
ferent documents and her name is different (i.e., St. 
Martin) on others; however, the baptismal certificate 
above indicates her origin. 
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Since the daughter of Louis AUGUSTE, 
Julienne, would marry into the LADNER family, 
it is interesting to note again that Nicholas 
LADNER and Marianne had a family of eleven 
children. It would’appear that most of them mar- 
ried sometime before or after the year 1800. 
Along with the children of Maturin LADNER and 
Jean Baptiste LADNER, the proliferation and 
influence of the LADNER family permeated the 
Gulf Coast region, Even in the eighteenth 
century there was already a strong representation 
of LADNERS in the Bay St. Louis-Del isle-K iln- 
Pass Christian-Biloxi area, This influence can be 
shown as a stronger parallel to the many inter- 
marriages of the LAFONTAINES with the 
colonials of the Coast area from Bay St. Louis to 
Pensacola, 


To return to the genealogy of Salvador 
LEPRE, it is necessary to show that Nicolas 
LADNER'S son, Jean Baptiste, will continue the 
ancestry. Jean Baptiste was one of the youngest 
children of Nicolas and Marianne. There 
appears to be baptismal record for him but it is 
a disputed question as to whether this is Nicolas 
son or someone else, The author believes that 
he is Nicolas’ son, baptized on the same day as 
many of his sisters’ children (children of Joseph 
MORIN and Louise LADNER). 


On November 20, 1785, | baptized 
Juan Bautista Christian, son of Nicolas 
Christian and Mariana Roche. The child 
was born on November 12, 1783, God- 
parents are Vincent Rie and Luisa Bautista 
(SLC, BBI, p. 392, 


Rev. Josef de Xeres 


From the baptism of his children, it is 
evident that Jean Baptiste must have married, 
at least civilly, by 1814, to Julienne LA- 
FONTAINE, daughter of Louis AUGUSTE and 
Catherine BOURGEOIS. 


The baptism of the first child of Jean Bap- 
tiste and Julienne was a daughter named 
Julienne. The record is quoted here for reasons 
that will follow. 


On Monday, January 22, 1816, | 
Father Vincent Genen, Pastor of the 
parochial church of Our Lady of the Im- 
maculate Conception of Mobile, gave 
the Holy Oils and administered the holy 
ceremonies, while on a visit in Pasca~ 
goula, to a girl, who had been baptized 
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conditionally in her house by a well-instructed 
person. The said girl is the natural daughter of 
Jean Baptist Ladner and of Julienne Lafontaine, 
born on January 16 of the year beforé last, 
1814, Paternal grandparents are Nicolas Ladner 
and Maria St, Martin; maternal, Francisco La- 
fontaine and Mariana Faillard (should be Louis 
Auguste Lafontaine and Catherine Bourgeois). 
She was given the name Julienne Celina and 
has as godparents Jacobo Ladner and Maria La- 
fontaine, who were advised of their spiritual 


parentage. Isign. (Mobile, BB2, p. 145.) 


Father Vincent Genen 


It seems, according to the strongest of traditions 
in the family, that Jean Baptiste and Julienne, after a 
marriage by the Justice of the Peace, went to live on 
Ship Island off the Gulf Coast, It was just about the 
time that the English arrived for the Battle of New 
Orleans. They used Ship Island as a staging point. 
Julienne was due for the delivery of her daughter at 
the time of the English arrival. With the English ships 
coming near the island, Jean Baptiste, with the help 
of an Indian friend, Lapoucha, was able to make it to 
the Coast with no mishap, The daughter was delivered, 
And with no priest available and probably with a sick 
child, Jean Baptiste had someone baptize the child, as 
reflected in the baptism. 


An article, written by Anthony RAGUSIN, con- 
cerning the Ship Island incident and Lapoucha appeared 
in the “Daily Herald" of Biloxi on November 25, 1922, 


Of the Indians that roamed along the coast, 
there is probably no individual brave better known 
then Lapoucha, This young brave was raised 
among white people and lived during the British- 
American War of 1812, 


Lapoucha had a liking for humor as can be 
seen in the following illustration, A story is told 
that on one occasion he thought he would have 
some fun with the Indians residing in the vicinity 
of Bayou Poteau, Leaving Deer Island he crossed 
over to the north shore of the Back Bay and 
sounded the weird Indian war call near the mouth 
of the Bayou, Within a short time about 100 
Indian warriors came rushing down the bayou in 
canoes ready to go into battle. In the meanwhile 
Lapoucha made a hasty retreat to Deer Island after 
enjoying the false alarm, ‘If he had been caught in 
this act it would have meant death for him. 


Capt. Eugene Tiblier, Sr., who is nearing his 
eightieth year, at his son's home in North Holly 


Street in Biloxi, was told several stories of Lapoucha 


during his youth by older relatives. Among 
the interesting historical incidents which 
Captain Tiblier related is the one regard- 
ing Lapoucha and the War of 1812, Mr. 
Tiblier is a descendant of the first coast 
families and he was told of happenings 
before his time by his forefathers , 


When the British under General Paken- 
ham were at Ship Island during the latter 
part of 1814, there resided on that island a 
settler named John Baptiste Ladnier, who 
was the grandfather of Captain Tiblier's 
wife, With such a large number of Red 
Coats on the island, Captain Ladnier became 
worried, especially concerning his wife. 
When the situation became serious he called 
the young brave Lapoucha into conference 
and plans were made for their escape. 


The wife of Ladnier became ill. One 
dark night Captain Ladnier carried his sick 
wife down to the north shore of Ship Island 
where Lapoucha had ready a little dug-out 
skiff. It was a crude boat to attempt a 
journey to the mainland but all three had 
realized that it was necessary. They left 
the island without being seen and headed 
the dug-out for Biloxi. The Indian was 
paddling the boat and it was a great test 
of endurance. When the crude skiff was 
half way to Biloxi all three glanced 
towards the island and saw big reflections. 
The Ladnier home had been fired, Had they 
stayed in their home that night, it is prob- 
able that all would have been killed. 


Jean Baptiste had received a grant earlier 
for a section of land just outside Jackson 
County from the Harrison-Jackson line. It was 
here that the couple made their home. Virgin 
land is what it must have been, so much hard 
work had to be expended to clear the area and 
build. Their family grew to five girls and one 
boy: Julienne, Marie Arcinta, Eloise, Louise, 
Marie Palmire (Desiree) and Alfred, It was to 
each of his children that Jean Baptiste deeded 
equal shares of land from this grant in 1840, 
His death occurred about 1845. Julienne 
preceded him in death by several years, 


Each of Jean Baptiste's children built his 
home on the grant given and remained there 
for a while at least, except Julienne, who 
already lived on property that her husband, 
Francois Fontaine, had purchased in the 1830's 
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in what is now d'lberville. 


New Orleans, Louisiana 
February 5, 1836 
Sixtieth year of American Independence 


Before me, Felix de Armas, Notary of 
this City and Parish of New Orleans and in 
presence of the witnesses, whose names and 
signatures follow: 


Mr. Gregory Curto appeared before me 
and those present to sell, cede and hand over 
the property, guaranteeing always no troubles, 
debts, claims, evictions, alienations or other 
difficulties, generally, which Mr. Francois 
Fontaine, living in Biloxi, County of Hancock, 
State of Mississippi, here present, accepts, a 
piece of land under the name of Canadian Fort 
Woods, situated in the State of Mississippi, 
Hancock County, on the north shore of Biloxi 
Bay, measuring three arpents along the shore 
and forty arpents deep, bounded on the south 
by the Bay, on the east by the property of 
Joseph Ladner, on the north by public lands 
“arid on the west by heirs of Auguste Duhon. 

The seller is the owner of the property to be 
sold, having purchased it from Auguste 
Dantonet on December 16, 1833, The present 
act is made for the sum of 350 dollars, which 
the seller says he received in the presence of 
the notary and undersigned witnesses of the 
buyer to whom he consents to give over all 
value and discharge, After the Clerk's certifi- 
cate from the said Hancock County, on the date 
of October 7, 1835, and given for study to the 
Notary, Carlisle Pollock in this City of New 
Orleans, by act of Oct. 6, 1835, it resulted 

in the fact that the present piece of land is 

free of all claims, At least, the seller is 

given all rights to own and do with as he 
pleases, having all such rights recognized as 

his due possession in this land by this act, Done 
and passed at New Orleans on the day, month 
and year as above, in the presence of Messrs, 
Armidee Ducatel and Alphonse Morel, witnesses, 
required and living who have signed with the 
contracting parties and the Notary after reading 
the document. 


G. Curto Margae+ 
Francois Fontaine+ 

A, Morel 

Felix de Armas, Notary 


So that the copy will conform to the original 
the original is to be kept by me, signed by my 
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hand and carrying the seal of my office. 


New Orleans, February 5, 1836 
Felix de Armas, 
Public Notary 


Marie ARCINTA (ARCENE) married Victor LA- 
FORCE. He died prior to 1840. Eloise married 
Louis GROUE; Louise, Stanislaus BEAUGEZ; 
Marie PALMIRE (DESIREE), Victor RYAN; and 
Alfred, Caroline RYAN. It is from Julienne and 
Francois FONTAINE that the genealogy of 
Salvador LEPRE continues: 


On the naturalization papers of Francois 
FONTAINE, he states that he "comes from 
Toulon in the Kingdom of France." Two checks 
with the Departmental Archives of Var and with 
the city archives of Toulon have brought 
negative results. No one seems to know exactly 
where Francois originated, It is known, however, 
that he purchased an excellent piece of land 
along the north shore of Back Bay where he built 
his log-cabin home and settled down to rear his 
large family .3! He and Julienne had twelve chil- 
dren: Louis, Jean Baptiste, ae tee 
Marie Jeanne, Julienne, Claude (Glaude), 
Martin, Antoine, Emmanuel (Donie), Pierre and 
Christophe. Claude, Emmanuel and Pierre never 
married, Nine had families that now claim 
descendants all over the Gulf Coast. The gene- 
alogy continues with Jean Baptiste who married 
Josephine RYAN, 


Jean Baptiste and Josephine had their previ- 
ous civil marriage blessed on May 4, 1871. 


Marriage: J, B. FONTAINE and 
Josephine RYAN 


On May 4, 1871, | blessed the mar- 
riage of Jean Baptiste Fontaine and Josephine 
’ Ryan. The witnesses were Antoine Fountain 
and Williamine Young, (Biloxi, BB3, p. 48, 
Act. 276.) 


Rev. N. Bercham, CSSR 


A Civil War Veteran, Jean Baptiste built his 
home next to the beach area on the north side of 
the Bay on the grant of land given him by his 
mother, from the larger grant she received from 
her father. 


Jean Baptiste was a strict man. He ran his 
business like a genera], commanding obedience 
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from son and daughter to great grandchild. This was 
his nature. He was small of stature, but this did not 
deter him from having everyone, except his wife, do 
things exactly as he wanted them done. He was an 
excellent provider, a hard worker, a true father to 
his children. Josephine ran the house. She was the 
daughter of Pierre RYAN and Marie-Josephe LAD- 
NER of the Gulf Hills area. With ten children, she 
had lots of help, beginning with Josephine, who was 
born in 1866, She was followed by Jean Baptiste, 
Mary, Williamine, Clementine, Camelia, Peter, 
Eugene, Joseph and Felix, Most of the boys were 
fishermen but they also did carpenter work and built 
skiffs, houses and boats, besides raising garden 
crops. Mary and Peter died rather young and un- 
married, The others raised their families near the 
old homestead and in Biloxi. 


Josephine married Pierre Lepre of Biloxi, 


On November 6, 1888, | joined in the 
sacred bonds of matrimony Peter Lepre, 
legitimate son of Peter Lepre and of Celina 
Maurin, his wife, and Josephine Fontaine, 
legitimate daughter of Baptiste Fontaine and 
Josephine Ryan, his lawful wife. (Biloxi, 
BB3, p. 58, Act 325.) 


Rev. P, Chevalier, Pastor 


Pierre had lived his early years in the Delisle area 
where his parents, Pierre and Celina MORAN, 
lived on property owned by her father and mother, 
Edward and Celestine LADNIER. It is a lovely area 
on the north side of the Bay of St, Louis and on the 
beach, It is said that the new Dupont plant encom- 
passes the site of the old MORAN homestead. 


Pierre and Josephine lived for a while with 
her parents, This must have meant close quarters, 
They built their first home on a high hill overlooking 
the Back Bay next to the Fournier Packing Company, 
It is here that their family of five were reared: 
Piola, Armanse, Peter, Salvador and Lucian. Lucian 
died in a drowning accident in 1898, at six and one- 
half years of age, 


Josephine was a rather reserved person but very 
charitable, It was not uncommon of her to leave a 
conversation that had degenerated into uncharitabl e- 
ness or criticism of someone. In her last years she 
lived alone. The author as a boy’ lived with her. 
Though she had no earthly valuables, other than her 
home and land, she made do with the paltry old age 
pension of $21.00 she received monthly. Prices 
during the Great Depression were not what they are 
now , but just the thought of existing from day to day 


must have been difficult. Supplementing her 
livelihood after the death of Pierre in 1925, she 
sold a few pecans and picked pecans for a local 
establishment. Her last days were filled with 
pain, having broken a hip which proved too 
difficult for the doctors to mend at her advanced 
age. She was the connecting link to five or six 
generations for the LEPRE family of Back Bay -a 
very worthy representative at that. 


Josephine's son, Salvador, was born on 


October 19, 1902. 


On November 24, 1904, | baptized 
Salvador Armand Jean Lepre, legitimate 
son of Peter and Josephine Fountain, born 
October 19, Sponsors: Salvador Lepre by 
Fred Boney and Doxie Seymour. (Ocean 
Springs, BB2, p. 4, Act 30.) 


Rev. Peter de Gruyter 


His early days were spent at the first home on 
the beach and at the new home on Racetrack 
Road. He married Grace BONEY in 1926, the 
daughter of Alphonse and Pamela SAUJON, 
After some years living with his mother, Salvador 
built his home on part of the ancestral property 
on Racetrack Road. Here he and Grace reared 
eight children: Salvador, Jr., Earleen, Mary 
Catherine, Stanley, Ethelyn, Alma, Darnell 

and Lyndell, Alma died in childhood, 


Salvador was throughout his life a jack-of- 
all trades, There was little he could not do in 
carpentry, seafood work, mechanics, boatbuild- 
ing, etc. And because of this, he was always 
the good provider, a loving father and husband, 
Grace was the homemaker. 


In 1973, after several bouts with slurred 
speech and talking out of his head, Salvador's 
problem was diagnosed as arteriosclerosis. With 
a by-pass and the reaming of several sections of 
arteries, he lived a normal] life for the next 
nine years, working until his death which occur- 
ted on October 27, 1982. The cause of death 
was arteriosclerosis and its complications, The 
Daily Herald's notice of death follows: 


A visitation for Salvador Lepre will 
be held Friday from 6 until 10 p.m, at 
Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Home in Biloxi, 
where a rosary will be recited at 8 p.m. 
The funeral procession will leave Bradford- 
O'Keefe Funeral Home in Biloxi at 
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9:30 a.m. Saturday and go to Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in North Biloxi fora 10 a.m, 
Mass. Burial will be in the Biloxi Cemetery. 


Mr. Lepre, 78, of 202 Race Track Road in 
North Biloxi, died Wednesday in Biloxi, 


The native and lifelong resident of Biloxi 
was a bailiff for Harrison County. He was a 
member of Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 
Mississippi Peace Officers Association and the 
Harrison County Sheriff's Association, 


Survivors include his wife, Mrs. Grace 

_ Boney Lepre of North Biloxi; four sons, Brother 
Jerome Lepre of New Orleans, Stanley Lepre 
of Biloxi, Darnell Lepre of Ocean Springs and 
Lyndell Lepre of North Biloxi; three daughters, 
Mrs. Alvin Rainosek of Mobile, Mrs. Earleen 
Sigworth of North Biloxi and Mrs, Bill Knox of 
Biloxi; a brother, Peter Lepre of North Biloxi; 
17 grandchildren, and 10 great-grandchildren. 


On November 3, 1982, barely a week after 
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But if he said, "You'll be smiling 


tonight,” this meant | was going to win. He 


was usually right, too! 


Sometimes, the trial, such as a proper- 
ty dispute, would get very boring. We could 


always tell just how boring, because Mr. 
Lepre would be off to the side sound asleep. 


Now, if there was 4 little adultery involved, 


or two folks cussing and fighting, well, Mr. 
Lepre would be on the edge of his seat, not 
missing a single word, 


| know that I speak for all of the 


Deputy Chancery Court Clerks, Mr. Nickey 


Creel the Chancery Clerk, the Sheriff's 
Office, all of the lawyers who practice 
before the Chancery Court, and Judge 


Morris, Judge Stewart, and Judge Floyd. We 


will miss Mr, Lepre very much, He was a 


fine man and joy to work with, and he left a 


wonderful and devoted wife and family. 


When one is gone-very little of his 


presence on earth survives, but the good 
things that others remember about a person 
do live on, So it is with Mr. Lepre. That's 


Salvador's death, the following tribute appeared in 
the Daily Herald written by Mr. Wes Teel, Biloxi 
attorney. 


MR. LEPRE - Last week a good friend 
passed away, He was a familiar face to those 
of us who frequent the Chancery Court in 
Biloxi. Mr. Salvador Lepre served as the 
bailiff for many years. 


The bailiff is a deputy sheriff who is 
assigned to a court, His job is to serve as a 
court attendant. He sees to if that order is 
kept in the courtroom, he escorts witnesses to 
and from the witness room, he makes sure that 
one side's witnesses are separate from the 
others during the course of a trial, and he is 
there to perform whatever orders the judge 
directs, 


Mr. Lepre was a good man and he was a 
good bailiff too, He sat through hundreds of 
cases, and he really developed an excellent 
feeling for the way a case was going. When 
there was a recess, | would always ask him 
how he thought the case was, 


"Well, Wes, you know you've got a tough 
row to hoe," he might say. That was his way 
of saying that he thought I was up the creek 
without a paddle, 
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30Rowland, Dunbar, Mississippi - Heart of 


the South, Volume |, Clark Publishing Co., 1925, 


31 Deed Book 1, Harrison County, Miss., 
Courthouse, Gulfport, February 5, 1836, 


*Footnotes 1-29 appeared in last issue of the 
Genesis. 


to be continued 
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Catherine was the daughter of Francois Bourgeois and Marie Anne Fayard. 
Marie Anne was the daughter of Jean Fayard and Francoise Fisseau and was born in 
Natchitoches, where Jean was putting in his military service at the time. Francois 
Bourgeois and his wife must have moved to the Bay St. Louis area in the latter 20 
years of the 1700's, because there is connection of this family with other Gulf 
Coast families in the baptismal and marriage records covering that period. 

Louis Auguste and Catherine married in Biloxi in 1801. They were 


living along the Gulf Coast already, when they were courting. 


On the fifth day of May, 1801, I, Don Juan Francisco 
Vaugeois, Parish Priest of the Church of Our Lady of the 
Conception of Mobile, being on a visit to the Coast of 
Biloxi, at an Oratory which had been established, and having 
dispensed with the banns for lack of time, with permission 
of the illustrious Bishop of this Diocese, and with no 
Canonical impediment resulting from the information which 
I have now orally taken, preceding the mutual consent of the 
contracting (parties), I see and give the nuptial blessing 
at Mass to Luis Augusto LaFon native of New Orleans, 


legitimate son of majority age of Pedro LaFontaine and ss 


Ana Marie Desbois, resident of this parish, on one part, and é 

Catarina Bourgeois, legitimate daughter of majority age of 

the deceased Francois Bourgeois and of Mariane Fayard, 

native of this parish on the other part. They both ac- 

knowledge (recognize) their daughters, Julienne, who was 

born 16 November 1795, Maria Evelina born 27 February 1798, 

and one child, unbaptised, born 29 June 1800, in the presence 

of the father of the groom, with the consent of the mother 

of the bride given in writing, and in presence also of Pierre 

Fayard and Pierre Karcaux, witnessed by both of them who did 

not sign, and, because of which, I hereby sign it for them 

today in Mobile 24 May 1801. (Mobile Cathedral, MBl, p. 93) 
/s/ Juan Francisco Vaugeois 


Louis Auguste and Catherine settled on the Coast at Ocean Springs. 


In time they purchased a large tract of land in what is part of that city. When 


Louis Auguste died, the property was distributed later to his descendants under 


the name of " rant." Six children blessed this union: 


Marie Eveline, who married Jacques Laforce, Marie Florentine, who married Joseph 
Ladner, Marie Euphrosine, who married Jerome Ryan, Felicite, who married John 
Westbrook, Julienne, who married Jean Baptiste Ladnier and Louis Auguste, Jr., who 


married Bazilie Laforce. 
20). 
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Brother Lepre delves 
into Indian intermarriages 


Brother Jerome Lepre, a member of 
the faculty at Brother Martin High 
School in New Orleans who is de- 
scended from several old Coast fami- 
lies, explores the traditional stories of 
Indian intermarriage among many of 
the early settlers on the Coast in the 
November issue of ‘‘The Journal of 
Mississippi History." 

Brother Jerome discusses these 
stories handed down from father to 
son, and provides facts uncovered in 
his research to back his theories about 
these Indian ancestors. 

He primarily discusses the Indian 
women ‘‘Emashapa" or Frances Emi- 
ly Baudrau, who is associated with the 
Lafontaine and Ladner clans, and. 
Noatima, or Marguerite Laforce, who 
is connected with the Moran family. 

Lepre has done extensive research to 
determine whether Noatima, or 
Marguerite Laforce, was the wife of 
Joseph Morin, son of Joseph Morin of 
Canada and Louise Ladner, daughter 
of Nicholas Ladner and Marianne Pa- 
quet, a statement made in family trad 
ition. ; 

He has turned up no evidence to 
support this fact and instead has found 
documents of marriage between 
Joseph Morin II and Marianne Pa- 
quinette of New Orleans and baptismal 
records of several children. 

The time element of the marriage 
and the birth of the children also cast 
doubt whether the legendary Noatima 
was a first wife of Joseph Morin, ac- 
cording to Brother Jerome's research. 

‘He has uncovered in the 1850 census, 
however, a Leonard Laforce living 
with Mrs. Joseph Moran, as the only 
clue to a connection between the 
Laforce family and the Morans 


(Morins). 


The census, however, shows no rela- 
tionship for these families and no other 
document found links the Noatima or 


Marguerite Laforce with this family, 


he says. 

In the case of Emashapa, however, 
he puts forth numerous citings of this 
woman under various names which 
give some substance to the stories of 
her link to several Coast families. 

Brother Jerome also gives data on 
Magdaleine, the natural daughter by 
an Indian woman of Joseph Baptist . 
Baudrau dit Graveline, who eventually 
settled in Jackson County. 

Magdaleine married Pierre Paquet 
and they were the parents of 
Marianne, who married Nicholas 
Ladner. 

This very excellent article may be 
read in the journal, which is probably 
found in many Coast libraries, or can 
be purchased at the single issue price - 
of $2 by writing The Mississippi His- 
torical Society, Box 571, Jackson, Miss. 
39205. The annual membership fee in 
the organization, which includes a sub- 
scription to the quarterly is $8.50. 


BER 
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